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TOM CRUISE, HUGH JACKMAN, JON HAMM, KATE BECKINSALE, JACKIE CHAN 


MEMBERS GET 
EVEN MORE ACCESS TO 


for select 
Music Merchandise at the 


The chance to tickets to the biggest 


SCENE.CA! Did you know that you can now get 0% financing on 
ΝΙΝ the 2010 Toyota Corolla and other select models? 


Right now Toyota is offering More For You. More choice. More quality. And More value. With nine 
MOVIE new models in showrooms this year, you've never had a better choice. And with vehicles like the 
Canadian-built Corolla with low monthly lease rates, 0% financing and a starting MSRP’ that’s 


LOVERS lower than it was seven years ago, Toyotas have never been better value. 


Ive nation ae 


AT SCENE.CA" 


CINEPLEX’ 
TMA Trademark of SCENE IP LP, used under license *MSRP comparison does not include freight & PDI, license, insurance, registration, applicable taxes, levies and fees.**Limited time purchase financing offer provided through Toyota Financial Services on approved credit on new retail sales of 
Tiel Tracarmarieof Live Nation Worldwide Ine. ised undenlicanse qualifying models. Representative finance example based upon $30,000 financed at 0% APR equals $833.33 per month for 36 months. $0 down payment or equivalent trade-in may be required. Cost of borrowing is $0, for a total obligation of 
( Trademark of Cineplex Entertainment LP used tinder iicense $30,000. Taxes, freight and PDI of $1280 - $14.90 (varies by modell, license, insurance, registration and applicable fees are extra. Dealer may sell for less. Time limited offer at participating dealerships. Offer subject to change/cancellation without 


®* Registered trademark of The Bank of Nova Scotia notice. See your participating Toyota dealer or visit www.toyota.ca for details. 


THERE ARE FOUR KINDS 


OF ALIEN ENCOUNTERS. 
THE FOURTH KIND 


IS ABDUCTION. 


fate 2% LIS 7] ὦ 


THE FOURTH KIND 


τ Ἐν ΠΕ ACTUAL CASE STUDIES. 
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THEY’ RE COMING NOVEMBER 61 
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COUPLE OF CRAZY KIDS >> New Moon, the second flick in the /wilight saga, brings agony for Bella 
(Kristen Stewart} as she deals with Edward's departure, and ecstasy for Jacob (Taylor Lautner) as 
he grows closer to Bella. Here, Stewart and Lautner talk about bonding on set, and how they're better 
prepared for /wilight mania this time around “ By Sheila Roberts 
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Nicolas Cage stars in director 
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e By Marni Weisz 
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the Oscar winner says acting 
IS never easy 

9 By Bob Strauss 
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Happy anniversary to us. We launched Famous in November 1999, DIRECTOR, SALES CINDY FROST (ext. 254) 
. DIRECTOR, SALES ZOLTAN TOTH (ext. 233) 
10 years ago this month. ACCOUNT MANAGERS 
re JENNA PATERSON (ext. 243) 
Our first cover featured Johnny Depp and Christina Ricci in Tim Burton’s Sleepy Hollow. Ah, I remember CORY ATKINS (ext. 257) 
it well. But if you think I’m about to get all weepy, and tell you about the joy I feel every time a new MICHAEL VAN ZON (ext. 241) 
issue (this is our 119th) comes back from the printer — like giving birth to a baby after a long, hard aman a ΕΙΣ τὼ 
labour — you’re wrong. And not just because that would be painfully cliché. SHEREE MCKAVANAGH (ext. 245) 
Here’s how I feel. The magazine arrives at our office, I take a quick look at the cover, say, “Oh, that DIRECTOR, MEDIA OPERATIONS 
looks good.” Flip through the pages quickly to make sure none of them are blank, and then go back ae a 
to working on our next issue. 514.868.0005 
: - - DIRECTOR, SALES 
Why? Fear. Although we’ve fact-checked, copy-edited, proofread and re-proofread the issue about ert eee. 
16 times by that stage, once it goes to print we’ve passed the point of no return. So if I open that ACCOUNT MANAGER 
magazine and find a mistake — ah! Fortunately, it rarely happens. Honestly. But I’m sure that GENEVIEVE ROSSIGNOL (ext, 224) 


SALES COORDINATOR 


November 1999 issue was instrumental in creating my phobia. ANNIE DESJARDINS (ext. 223) 


Okay, I’ll let you in on my secret. There was a spelling mistake on that very first cover. You can see 


for yourself by flipping to page 11, but promise you'll do it real quick. Like pulling off a Band-Aid. ee ae 
Agh. Did you see it...way down at the bottom? Nicolas Cage was misspelled “Nicholas Cage.” I’m MATT WATSON 
so sorry Nicolas, it’s haunted me all these years. What canI say? I was young, stressed, and you spell speciuy Muaines UeRONICHEMANE 
your name weird. But that’s no excuse. At journalism school, if you spelled one name wrong, you MATHIEU CHANTELOIS, JOAN GRANT. 
failed that assignment. I failed you, Nic. AndI can assure you that we haven't misspelled aname since ELLIS JACOB, PAT MARSHALL, 
9k loackon thacover DAN MCGRATH, SUSAN REGINELLI 
Fortunately, I have a chance to make it up to Mr. Cage in this issue. Ten years after my biggest Famous” magazine is published 12 times a year 
shame, I interviewed Nicolas Cage about his new movie Bad Lieutenant: Port of Call New Orleans at this ree see αν μὰ εἶν ae 
year’s Toronto International Film Festival. And the story, “This is Not a Remake,” appears on page 38 δἰ τὴν seer gr ole δ κω 1: 
with Mr. Cage’s name spelled correctly throughout. I saw the movie; it’s really, really good...andI’m backissue requestsand letters to the editor should 
not just saying that out of guilt. be directed to lism sola πε 
George Clooney’s Up in the Airis also supposed to be a great movie. I haven’t seen it, but the buzz eerie iia —— 
at the Toronto fest was phenomenal. The movie hits theatres next month, but you can read about it Publications Mail Agreement No. 40708019. 
in this issue by turning to “Life on Standby,” page 34. Return undeliverable Canadian addresses to: 
On page 42 we have “Rock and Role,” an interview with Philip Seymour Hoffman about playing a a ae εὐ ομυνωι ΜᾺ | | 
wild deejay in the 1960s-set Pirate Radio. ee ee ee | | Γ᾿ met | | ff 2 f 
And our 119th cover, just like our first, features a couple of hot young actors in a stylish fantasy about through Cineplex Entertainment and Alliance cinemas, HMV ΝΙΝ a eee NU WUF N ὦ Γ ἊΣ ; - 
supernatural creatures first conceived in a book. Instead of a headless horseman, the Twilight sequel ac μι βμν νιον τ ϑος =~ 
New Moon is all about vampires and werewolves. But, unlike Ichabod Crane, New Moon's protagonist, ΠΕ ro —_AMAPLEPICTURES ANO OVERTURE FILM esta associ wth WINGREOTER CAPITAL ao Bot μ AoMOKEnUE/ lL Lae prnucno GEORGE CLOONEY JC BRIDGES EWAN MCGREGOR KEVIN aPAGEY 
Bela Swan [κίε Stewart) it afaldofthose supernatural cresures— she adores them. Tumto ΠΗ͂ SGuntanuimen MEMENTOS ROT PLCS MOHCH ΠΡ ACHE ns ROE USEFUL THOS EEL ACE "=e SMD SMO 
{{|{ΠΠΠ||||||||||||{|||{|||||||1||{||||{|||||||1|||{1|||{||||{||||||||Π||||||{|||||{1|||{|||||{|||{||||{Π|||||{ΠΠ||{|||{|||||{|||{||||||Π|||{|||{|||||||||||||{||||||||{ΠΠ||{|||||||{||||||||Π|{ΠΠ|ΠΠ|||||] # CCAR. ΝᾺ nso OBE LM A ba Hho ὶ uM JANE ul ALN Int wf i a μ git NEY a itll εὐ] HOM APL 
Marni Weisz, editor Te ἘΝῚ ΠΗ =o tb ET parc: ΚΝ ΠΡ ΡΟΝ ΜΙ. ς΄ πε ΠΥ Gres 
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po 3, ἢ oe ὅκ ἊΝ Ρ This issue marks Famous magazine’s 10th anniversary; 
, ἢ. "ἢ Ἀ ; ᾿ heeled He our first issue came out in November 1999. And the more I watch the media 
ar J Ά ταὶ , oe Ya obsess over the minutia of celebrities’ daily lives, the happier I am that 10 
Ae = ε ay j a E 4 = . . . 
᾿ ἔ - a ie years ago we decided to make a magazine that focuses on movies, and the ( : ) 
: = - Ἔ . Fr - ἢ I 7 ] 
ig τὰ : ΚΗ ιν cs oO. κα αὖ΄ at, τ τὰ craft of filmmaking, rather than on whether an actor has gained a couple of Actu al SIZE. 
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: ἘΠ, εὐ ͵ ‘ oe". τς ae at sine pounds or had a public spat with their spouse. 
ἊΝ ἥδ.» 3 ine | “ὦ εἴη he Oe τῇ Γι Over those 10 years we’ve delivered hundreds of exclusive interviews with 
εὖ = ἢ “a , πὰ i; 2 m= Γ 2 Tr 4 μὲν i . . . ΜΝ . ΕἸ: 
ἫΝ 5" ts fascinating actors and directors — both established, A-list Hollywood stars ReNu® Fresh Lens Comfort™ 
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year, with well over a million readers each and every month, we’d like to think 
we’ve inspired a few new cinephiles. 

So a big thank you to the writers and editorial staff who crafted those 
stories over the years; as well as to our sales and support staff, some of 
whom spent just a short time here, and others — like our editor Marni Weisz, 
director of media operations Cathy Prowse and vice president of sales 
John Tsirlis — who’ve been here from the very start. And a special thanks, 
as well, to everyone at Cineplex Entertainment. 
{Π{Π|Π|||||||||||||||||||||Π||||||||||||Π||||||||{|||ΠΠ||||||1||||Π||||||||{Π|{Π||||Π||||1|Π|Π||||||{Π|||||||{Π|||Π|||Π|||Π||{ΠΠ|ΠΠ{Π|Π||||] Ba usch a Lom b 


Salah Bachir, Publisher Perfecting Vision. Enhancing Life: 


F overnight stays or wherever 


the day takes you. 


NOVEMBER 2009<FAMOoUs Ll © 2009 Bausch & Lomb Incorporated. 
®/TM denote trademarks of Bausch & Lomb Incorporated. 
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1 For a celebrity, carrying a 
teeny-tiny little puppy is 

like holding up a neon sign for 
the paparazzi that reads, 
“Shoot Me! Shoot Me!” And we 
love how the puppies always 
make eye contact with the 
snappers, even with the actors, 
like Kate Beckinsale, don't. 


[5] PHOTO BY KEYSTONE PRESS 


2 There's that beautiful smile 
you rarely see on Mad Men. 
Ajovial Jon Hamm poses fora 
cellphone pic on the Boston set 
of The Town. Hamm plays an FBI 
agent in the second feature film 
from director Ben Affleck. 


[5] PHOTO BY SPLASH NEWS 


3 You owe us some money 
Nike. Or, maybe you owe 

the Cruises some money. 
Impossibly handsome family 
Katie Holmes, Connor Cruise 
(centre) and Tom Cruise on 
a long jog from Boston to 
Cambridge and back. We could 
do that. 


[5] PHOTO BY JACKSON LEE/SPLASH NEWS 


4 Jaden Smith, son of Will, 

learns from the master, 

Jackie Chan, on the set of 

Kung Fu Kid in China’s Hubei 

province. And don't let the title 

fool you, the movie is indeed a 

loose remake of 1984’s 

The Karate Kid. 


[5] PHOTO BY KEYSTONE PRESS 


5 The Jackman armada — 
from left, Ava, Hugh and 
Oscar — cuts its way through the 
streets of New York via scooter. 
Guess they don't make those 
stripey shorts in men’s sizes. 


[5] PHOTO BY KEYSTONE PRESS 
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Just how fantastic will Wes Anderson’s fox movie be? 
Plus, walk a mile in a Jedi’s boots 


i, 


1 Me 


RAN LIKE A... 


9 


# 


WELL, YOU KNOW 


Wes Anderson likes to do things differently. 


First of all, the director of quirky adult fare such 
as Rushmore, The Royal Tenenbaums and 
The Darjeeling Limited surprised fans when he 
changed gears and decided to make Fantastic 
Mr. Fox, an animated, stop-motion film based on 
the book by one of his favourite writers, Roald Dahl. 

Then he took the unusual step of asking Dahl’s 
widow if he could move into Dahl’s English country 
home to work on the script. She agreed, and Anderson 
was 50 inspired by the place that he photographed 
every object in the house and had miniaturized 
replicas made, which he used in the film. 

And while the directors of most animated films 
have the voice cast come into a sterile studio to 
record their roles individually, Anderson had the 
majority of his cast, including Bill Murray, George 
Clooney, Jason Schwartzman and Owen Wilson 
(Meryl Streep was unable to participate] move into 
a farmhouse for a week to record the their lines. 


Anderson made the actors actually play out their 
scenes; So in the movie when you see Mr. Fox 
(Clooney) walking in the woods talking, Clooney 
was recorded walking in the woods talking, but also 
Stepping on branches and leaves, creating realistic, 
ambient outdoor noises which were captured by a 
boom mic that followed the actors. 

Schwartzman, who plays Mr. Fox’s son, Ash, told 
website MTV Movies, “It was fun. If there was a 
scene in the movie where George Clooney and | 
[as foxes] were running and then digging, Wes 
would say, “Action!” and then George and | would 
run down a hill, say our lines — and we'd dig! We'd 
really get our hands dirty.” 

And finally, Anderson didn't feel the need to spend 
an inordinate amount of time on the various sets 
where the animators painstakingly plied their trade. 
According to an interview with the film’s cinematogra- 
pher, Tristan Oliver, in Empire magazine, Anderson 
preferred to send his directions via email.—IR 
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Artifact 


THIS MONTH'S OBJET DE 
FILM > STAR WARS BOOTS 


It’s time to buy a new pair of 
winter boots. And if you have 
to do it anyway, why not make 
them worthy of a Jedi knight 
...or an Imperial officer, as 
your mood dictates. 

Starting next month, 
Museum Replicas — 
purveyors of high-end 
reproductions of historical 
and pop culture-inspired 
apparel — will offer three 
styles of finely crafted leather 
boots meticulously copied 
from the Star Wars universe. 

Counter-clockwise from 
top, there’s the strappy, 
fashion-forward riding style 
worn by Anakin Skywalker 
($350), Obi-Wan Kenobi’s 
earthier footwear ($350), and 
the sleek, black simplicity of 
an Imperial Officer’s leather 
boot ($225). (All prices in U.S. 
dollars, order online at 
Museumreplicas.com) 

Sorry ladies, the boots are 
only available in men’s sizes, 
eight to 13. Museum Replicas 
does offer a pair of brown 
leather pumps ($75) just like 
Padmé’s, but in all honesty, 
you can find something almost 
identical at Aldo. —MW 
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The isunderway with 12,000 people # 
having been selected to bear the torch for part of its 
45,000-kilometre journey from coast to coast to coast. 

Here are a few of the celebrities who will help get the flame 

to Vancouver. Go to and click on 
“Torch Relay” to get specific relay routes and times. 


CATRIONA 
LE MAY DOAN 


STEVE NASH 
February 11, 2010 


STEPHEN AMES SHANIA TWAIN 
January 19, 2010 January 1, 2010 


MARC AND 
CRAIG 


KAREN KAIN 
December 17, 2009 


BY INGRID RANDOJA 


February 11, 2010 
Vancouver, B.C. 
DAY 105 
Olympian and two- 
time gold medalist in 
speed skating, Le May 
Doan should have no 
trouble running her leg. 


Vancouver, B.C. 
DAY 105 
The Phoenix Suns 
all-star who grew up 
in Victoria, B.C., takes 
a break from his 
b-ball sked to carry the 
torch in Vancouver. 


Calgary, Alta. 
DAY 82 
Although born in 
Trinidad, PGA golfer 
Ames now proudly 
calls Calgary home, 
and relishes the 
Opportunity to runa 
A portion of Calgary's 

: relay leg. 
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Timmins, Ont. 
DAY 64 
Look for hometown 
gal Twain to finish the 
Timmins leg of the 
relay at Fred Salvador 
Field, where she'll run 
the final 300 metres 
to the stage and light 
a cauldron similar to 
those used at the 
Olympic Games. 


KIELBURGER 
December 17, 2009 
Toronto, Ont. 
DAY 49 
The benevolent 


brothers and human- 


rights activists will 
carry the torch 
in Hogtown. 


y 


Toronto, Ont. 
DAY 49 
The National Ballet's 
Artistic Director 
trades in her pointe 
shoes for running 
shoes to participate 
in the relay. 


Toronto 


LORI KANE 
November 21, 2009 


Charlottetown, P.E.I. 


DAY 23 
LPGA golfer and 
Order of Canada 
recipient Kane 
proudly carries the 
flame in her 
hometown. 


Α 


[5] THANK YOU TO TORCH RELAY SPONSORS RBC AND COCA-COLA FOR PROVIDING INFORMATION AND PHOTOGRAPHS. MARC AND CRAIG KIELBURGER 


PHOTO BY V. TONY HAUSER, KAREN KAIN PHOTO BY SIAN RICHARDS, CATRIONA LE MAY DOAN PHOTO BY AL CHAREST/GETTY 


BRAVIA. SONY. 


Watch the fastest soort on ice 
on the smoothest IV ever 


0 km/h 49.24 km/h 


Ice Fishing Hockey Cindy Klassen 
Champion Speed Skater 
Nothing brings the fastest sport on ice fo life like the smooth picture of the new 
sony BRAVIA TVs. Capturing every step, every glide, every curve. In razor sharp, 
judder-free detail. See it for yourself at an authorized Sony retailer. 
www.sonystyle.ca/bravia 
SONY Motionflow 
SUPPORTS 24011 


Cindy Klassen 

6 time Olympic medalist 
and 2006 Canadian 
Athlete of the year. 


ini 


The Young Victoria 


hits theatres 
December 18th 


O be hone St, The Young Victoria is the last 


type of film Montreal’s Jean-Marc Vallée ever thought 
he’d direct. Sure, he loved Helen Mirren in The Queen 
and Cate Blanchett in Elizabeth, “but not many folks 
from la belle province think much of the monarchy,” 
he says. Plus, Vallée’s last film, C.R.A.Z.Y., was an off- 
beat coming-of-age story set in the Montreal suburbs 
of South Shore in the 1960s and 1970s, more than a century after 
Victoria’s coming of age. Can’t get much more different than that. 

But when some powerful producers, including Martin Scorsese 
and Sarah Ferguson, Duchess of York, sent Vallée the script for 
The Young Victoria — a period piece about the first two decades of 
Queen Victoria’s life, including the turbulent early years of her 
reign and her marriage to Prince Albert — he felt he had to do it. 

“It was not a simple historical film, but a beautiful love story, the 
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JEAN-MARC VALLEE’S 


“ROYAL 


kind of love story that we don’t tell in films anymore,” Vallée says 
in an interview at the Toronto International Film Festival just 
hours before the film makes its North American debut as the event’s 
Closing Night Gala. It’s scheduled to hit theatres next month. 
Rising star Emily Blunt plays the cloistered young monarch, and 
shares the screen with Rupert Friend, Paul Bettany, Jim Broadbent 
and Miranda Richardson. With such a big-name cast, and the asso- 
ciated big dollars, came a big challenge. “All my life, I made movies 
where I had the final say on everything,” says Vallée. “In the end 
credits, they were movies ‘by Jean-Marc Vallée.’ This time, it’s a film 
‘directed by Jean-Marc Vallée.’ Ifthe producers let me control every- 
thing on set, it was not the case at all in the editing process. I had 
to learn to become a team player and leave my ego at home.” [ἢ 
{ΠΠ{Π||Π||||Π|||||||||{1||||||{|||{||{Π|||||{||Π||{|||{Π||||||||{1||||||{||{Π|||||||||||{Π||{||{Π|{ΠΠ|Π||Π|{ΠΠ|{ΠΠ|{ΠΠ|ΠΠ||{Π||{||] 
Mathieu Chantelois 


[5] PHOTO BY PETER TAMLIN 


Presenting our exclusive Celebration Canadian Diamond™~ a brilliant burst of fire, 
light, and love unlike any other, and a lasting celebration of the moments that make 
her special. From $1,699 to $29,999, 


PE©PLES 


Canada's Diamond Store Since 1919” 
peoples.celebrationdiamond.com 


YOUR MONTHLY GUIDE TO NEW RELEASES .-> sy mverip ranvosa 


If you lived in Europe in the 1960s 
you didn't hear a lot of rock’n’ roll 
on the government-operated 
radio stations, which meant you 
tuned into the off-shore stations 
that played rock 24/7. Written 
and directed by Richard Curtis 

( Love, Actually), this comedy is 
set in the North Sea on a boat 
that houses a rebel rock station 
manned by eight deejays, 
including the boisterous Count 
(Philip Seymour Hoffman), 
bossy Quentin (Bill Nighy) and 
sexy Gavin (Rhys Ifans). 

See Philip Seymour Hoffman 
interview, page 42. 
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A Christmas Carol’s Ebenezer Scrooge (Jim Carrey) 


“Disaster porn” director 

Roland Emmerich plies his trade 
with this destructo-vision pic 
that imagines the end of the 
world in the year 2012 (as 
predicted by the ancient 
Mayans). John Cusack stars as 
the decent husband and father 
who keeps his dignity as the 
Earth undergoes a Series of 
horrific events — the advent 

of meteors, earthquakes, 
tsunamis and lofty speeches 
about mankind's resilience. 
Amanda Peet, Woody Harrelson 
and Chiwetel Ejiofor round out 
the cast. continued 


One thing you can say about 
filmmaker Robert Zemeckis, 
he’s loyal, or is that stubborn? 
Zemeckis filmed his last two pics 
— The Polar Express and 
Beowulf— using motion-capture 
technology and the results were 
mixed. He employs it once again 
in this retelling of Dickens’ classic 
tale of miser Ebenezer Scrooge 
(Jim Carrey}, who's visited by 
three spirits (all played by 
Carrey) on Christmas Eve. 


Inspired by weird, real-life 
events, this war comedy stars 
George Clooney as U.S. soldier 
Lyn Cassady, who's trained by 
the hippy-dippy Bill Django 
(Jeff Bridges) to use his 
paranormal abilities to fight 
the enemy. (The title refers to 
soldiers testing their powers 
by killing goats with their 
minds.} The mysterious 
Cassady and an American 
reporter (Ewan McGregor] 
Slip into Iraq to fulfilla secret 
Nome, Alaska, has had a high mission. 
rate of disappearances In the 
past 40 years. Could it be alien 
abductions ? Psychotherapist 
Dr. Abigail Tyler (Milla Jovovich} 
talks to people who have “lost 
time” to see if aliens are cherry- 
picking humans. The film claims 
it’s based on actual events, and 
includes footage from the real 
Dr. Tyler's interview sessions. 


A mysterious stranger (Frank 
Langella) presents a box to 
an unhappily married couple 
(Cameron Diaz and James 
Marsden] and tells them if 
they push the button on the 
box they'll become rich, but a 
Stranger will die. 
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John Cusack has a stressful day in 2012 
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Fantastic Mr. Fox 


No, this is not a Sequel to the 1992 
cop flick Bad Lieutenant, but an 
entirely new cop flick directed 

by Werner Herzog and starring 
Nicolas Cage as a drug-addicted 
officer investigating the murder 
of a family in post-Katrina 

New Orleans. See interview with 
Nicolas Cage and Werner 
Herzog, page 38. 


This animated pic finds astronaut 
Chuck Baker (Dwayne Johnson} 
landing on Planet 51. Thinking 
he’s claiming an uninhabited 
world, Chuck is a bit surprised to 
discover the planet is populated 
by little green people living ina 
placid, 1950s-era civilization. 


The Road’s Viggo Mortensen 


Pity Guido Contini (Daniel Day- 
Lewis], an Italian film director 
juggling the various women in 
his life — his mother (Sophia 
Loren], wife (Marion Cotillard), 
mistress (Penélope Cruz), film 
star muse (Nicole Kidman], a 
wise costume designer (Judi 
Dench} and an American fashion 
journalist (Kate Hudson). Based 
on the Broadway musical. 
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Originally, Wes Anderson was 
Set to co-direct this stop-motion 
adaptation of Roald Dahl’s 
children’s tale, about a fox trying 
to outsmart a trio of farmers, with 
stop-motion master Henry Selick 
[ Nightmare Before Christmas}. 
But Selick left to make Coraline, 
so Anderson was on his own. And 
it seems his irreverent voice 
translates to his puppet 
characters, voiced by an A-list 
cast, including George Clooney 
and Meryl Streep. 


Based ona true story, this 
Sports drama focuses on 
Michael Oher (Quinton Aaron], a 
homeless, six-foot-five, 350- 
pound African-American teen 


=~ ':, 
=I ἴω, ἢ ρῶς 


This adaptation of Cormac 
McCarthy's Pulitzer Prize- 
winning novel is set in a desolate, 
post-apocalyptic America where 
a father (Viggo Mortensen] and 
son (Kodi Smit-McPhee} slowly 
travel south toward the ocean. 
Along the way they fend off 
desperate survivors — including 
cannibals — while trying to hold 
onto their own humanity. 


who's recruited to play football 
at a white Christian prep school 
in Memphis by school supporter 
Sean Touhy (Tim McGraw) who, 
along with his wife Leigh Anne 


(Sandra Bullock), adopts the boy. 


The second Twilight film finds 
vampire Edward (Robert 
Pattinson) leaving true love 
Bella (Kristen Stewart) for her 
own good. The devastated Bella 
finds comfort with werewolf 
hunk Jacob (Taylor Lautner), 
but her heart lies with Eddie, and 
she wants to reunite. See 
interview with Kristen Stewart 
and Taylor Lautner, page 46. 


Clareece “Precious” Jones 
(Gabby Sidibe) is an overweight, 
pregnant, African-American teen 
who is treated horribly by her 
mother (Mo’Nique}, sexually 
abused by her stepfather 

and taunted by her Harlem 
neighbours. But this girl posesses 
some serious Inner strength. 


Dan (Robin Williams] and 
Charlie (John Travolta) are 
business partners who take ona 
new project when Danis given 
custody of the seven-year-old 
twins he never knew he had. 
Look for the late Bernie Mac in 
his final on-screen appearance. 


Korean pop star Rain stars as a 
Raiza, who was adopted bya 
ruthless clan of assassins as a 


SHOWTIMES 
/ ONLINE 


TS 


on the Big 
screen 
HILLSONG UNITED: WE’RE 
ALLIN THIS TOGETHER 
Hillsong United’s lead 
singer Joel Houston 
introduces the program 
that includes a 
performance by the 
band and a screening 
of the documentary 
The | Heart Revolution: 
We’re Allin This Together 
Wed., Nov. 4 
NY TIMES TALKS —A 
CONVERSATION WITH 
STEPHEN KING 
Tues., Nov. 10 
LAUGH OUT LOUD 
COMEDY FESTIVAL 2009 
Thurs., Nov. 19 
WWE-PAY-PER-VIEW 
SURVIVOR SERIES 
Sun., Nov. 22 
METROPOLITAN 
OPERA 
TURANDOT (PUCCINI) 
Live: Sat., Nov. 7 
AIDA (VERDI!) 
Encore: Sat., Nov. 21 
GO TO CINEPLEX.COM FOR 
PARTICIPATING THEATRES, 
TIMES, AND TO BUY TICKETS 


child and trained to kill using 
ancient ninja ways. The 
Wachowski Brothers produced 
the film, while their long-time 
pal James McTeigue [ V For 
Vendetta] directs. 


@CINEPLEX.COM 


All release dates are subject to change. 
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PRESENTS AND PREP 


Entertaining, gift-giving and general merriment made easy 


ξεν οὐ θοεξ εν δες Add awa rm, fragra nt 
glow to any room with the 


($40, Bath & Body Works). MAS 
Slip a scented candle inside red and orange 
and the windows flicker as frann 


your home fills with your 
favourite holiday aroma. 


PC Home puts guests in the mood 
before they even enter your home 
($13, Loblaws and Superstore]. 


4 a Ἢ —— | δὰ " 


Why melt icy sidewalks with 
salt that smells like, well, salt, Ν 
when you Can use aromatic ἃ 


As if the fresh scent — Windsor Forest — Isn't. «+ O 
seasonal enough, 

comes trimmed with 
a velvet ribbon and snowflake charm ($38 for 
192 ml, crabtree-evelyn.com for stores]. 


($16 for 1 kg, Fruits & Passion). Γ 


ἐ- ἘΞ ($4 to $5, Indigo} give us the 
a O—wL—_—_—— a warm and fuzzies. Available in 


x — green Stripes, too. continued —- 
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PloyStotion 


Not only does the ~N >. | ἣ ‘ | 
($30, toy stores) feature | hug , iO” 
realistic, claw-clashing sounds, with a Ὰ ἘΞ . : 


flick of the wrist you can make those Sos : 
ἫΝ cat weadculi Never mind how cute itis, the ᾿ 
retracta e claws shoot in and out just : ᾿ . ($250, electronics retailers) 
like the real mutant hero. ι. 
᾿ is the smallest, and most powerful, 
a a “ —_— , PSP system to date. Thanks to Its "ΝΡ “ὯΝ ae 
΄ 16GB hard drive and crisp 3.8-inch . 
᾿ LCD screen you can download rich, . 

immersive digital games and enjoy 
them to their fullest. 


You thought the Rubik's Cube was 
tough? Wait until you try the 


($17, toy stores), a 

spherical mess of balls inside balls 
inside balls. Lock all six coloured balls 
in place, and you'll be our hero forever. 


Got a friend with an 

annoying, encyclopaedic 

knowledge of TV's 

syndication fave Seinfeld? Let 

them put their evil powers to 
good use with the 


($20, Zellers). 


Develop your own superpower with 


($100, toy stores), the toy that harnesses your DVDs & BLU-RAYs 


brainwaves to move objects! Mindflex uses sensors to available in store at great prices 


measure your brainwave activity and then translates | oe PLUS GET AN ADDITIONAL 
» Forafulllist of participating DVD AND BLU-RAY titles 


that activity into energy that powers a fan and moves a 
and rebate details visit By Mail 


ball. The harder you think, the more the ball moves! 
continued 
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Birks Is the official jewellery supplier for the ἘᾺΝ , 
upcoming 2010 Olympic Winter Games (yes, a ne 
there’s an official jewellery supplier). Get into 
the spirit with the sterling silver 

($350, Birks stores] 
featuring the Olympic logo and charms 
inspired by the great outdoors. 
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Compilations of recent movie favou 


"dl 


It’s a splurge item for sure, τ O- 
but , 


Montblanc boutique, 
Toronto) screams winter ὶ ἣ Ἷ | | 


($280, | ᾿,. | ΕῚ 
¥ | 


elegance with a clean, white \ ὶ 
starburst design. ' 


0 
: We'd love, love, love to find this wool blend 
($55, Old Navy) under the 
tree this year. And no worries animal lovers, that 
fur trim is fabulously faux. 


It's the present that Ὁ 
cancarryabunchof ™.. 
other presents. The 


Collectible metal sleeves and tins 
| ΗΝ 5 ΝΠ -- 


° 


($55, Gap) 
makes a great 
overnight bag 
for winter 
getaways. 


a 


4 


, in From slushy sidewalks to the ski DVDs & BLU-RAYs 


resort, Sorel’s bright, bold new line of available in store at great prices 


SE rect armanddrythiswiner ΠΝ: ᾿ PLUS GET AN ADDITIONAL 
_ “Fora full list of participating DVD AND BLU-RAY titles 
and rebate details visit By Mail 


They're waterproof, breathable, 
fleece-lined and stylish! continued 
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It’s not the stuff on top of that mat we're excited about, -....»»Χ ὁ 
it’s the mat itself. The ($100, electronics 
stores] is a wireless charger that recharges 

several devices simultaneously so no need for 
multiple adapters, wires, chargers and 
power sockets. You will need 
a Powermat Receiver 
[945] foreach 


device. 
The hardest 
($300, Th thing about the 
, The 
ΝΕ : ᾿ ($280, ca.TheFlip.com) is 
mechanize 


deciding how you want it to look. 
Your purchase starts at the website, 
where you design a pattern or import one of 
your own photos to adorn your sweet little 
moviemaker. Once you receive your camera, it takes 
just minutes to set up and master. Comes with editing 
software and 86GB of on-board flash memory to record 
up to 120 minutes of video. 


espionage expert 
that comes equipped with 
Wi-Fi card, video camera, microphone, VOIP 
phone and loudspeaker. And when his 
battery's drained, he'll even 
drive himself back to his 
charging station for 

a boost. 


' Watch Blu-ray discs in full HD 1080p and 
upscale your existing DVD collection via HDMI 
to near HD quality with Sony's 

($250, electronics stores). 
A quick start-up mode means discs play just 
six seconds after the player’s turned on. Plus, 

BD-Live lets you acquire the latest features 

and updates as soon as they're available. 


i! 
᾿βιδαρελορονόίανες Got an environmentalist on your list? H 
They'll appreciate that ! ἢ , 
($0 with a two-year Fido ᾿ =| 
agreement] is made from 25 percent - << — 


recycled plastic water bottles. It’s also 
carbon neutral because Motorola offsets 
the carbon dioxide used in its manufacture. 


continued 


30 FAMOUS» NOVEMBER 2009 


ΠΩ 
- κῃ 
—- 
| Q 
— 
—~ 
——Fi 
oF | 
δ. 
— 
R 4 


CINEPLEX STORE| 


The Cineplex Store (Cineplex.com, click on the “DVD Store” 
button) makes shopping for the movie lover easy; so easy 

you don’t even have to leave the house. Plus, when 
you give, you get...Scene points that can be used for ἢ 
movie ener concessions, or to wi more DVDs! 
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Life 


ON STANDBY 


as a guy who lives 


half his life on airplanes, never really 
settling down? Hnmm...no wonder 
the actor had such a personal 
connection to Up in the Air 


EORGE CLOONEY knows he’s the rea- 
son journalists from around the world have 
crowded into a small hotel ballroom during 
the Toronto International Film Festival. 

Yes, he’s squeezed between Jason Reitman 
(Juno), the director of his brand new film, 
Up in the Air, and cast mates — Vera Farmiga, 
Anna Kendrick and Melanie Lynskey — but 
we all know it’s Clooney’s pheromones that 
attract the smitten media. 

And he doesn’t disappoint, joking with 
journalists, poking fun at his peers and, 
most tellingly, laughing at himself. 

But there’s a cloudy corner hiding inside 
the sunny Clooney, and that internal 
smudge is what led Up in the Air writer and 
director Reitman to pen the lead role of 
Ryan Bingham for the 48-year-old star. 

Ryan is a solitary figure whose job is to 
fire people when companies can’t, or won't, 
do it themselves. He’s an executioner in a 
no-iron shirt who loves airports, craves 
luxury hotels and makes it his life’s goal to 
reach 10-million frequent flyer miles. 

“The film] addresses certain things in my 
life; I found it a little more harrowing than 
in my comedies,” says Clooney, who spends 
much of his life on airplanes, travelling the 
world from set to set. 

Bingham’s carefully orchestrated existence 
takes an unforeseen turn when he’s asked to 
train a young co-worker (Kendrick) on the 
fine art of firing, and he’s thrown further 
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BY INGRID RANDOJA 


into flux when he meets the sexy, but equally 
solitary, Alex (Farmiga). 

Reitman says that when Clooney first 
read the script the star admitted there were 
connections between him and the character, 
and that he wanted to stare those connec- 
tions “straight in the eye.” 

What emerges is perhaps Clooney’s most 
nuanced performance yet, playing a charac- 
ter who’s sexy and funny in a movie that 
wiggles between comedy, romance and 
drama, but a character who also confronts 
the deep well of sadness inside himself. 

Clooney is quick to point out he had some 
help along the way. 

“Jason planned this thing,” he says, “he 
knew what he wanted to do and he made 
this really wonderful film.... With a script 
like this, a director like this and actors like 
this, all you have to do is show up and do 
your job, and believe me, it works out. It 
made what I was doing really, naturally, 
easy. Sometimes I get too much credit.” 

You'll be seeing a lot of Clooney this 
month. He voices the titular Mr. Fox in 
Wes Anderson’s stop-motion flick Fantastic 
Mr. Fox. And then there’s the quirky war 
comedy The Men Who Stare at Goats. Clooney 
plays a soldier trained to fight using psychic 
powers, who then accompanies an American 
journalist (Ewan McGregor) into Iraq. 

Goats is a smart, satirical comedy show- 
casing Clooney’s goofy charm. continued 
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HITS THEATRES 
DECEMBER 4" 
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George Clooney and 
Vera Farmiga hit it off 
in Up in the Air 


It’s interesting that Up in the Air, which Reitman started writing six 
years ago, also started out as a satirical comedy. 

“When I first read the script it was just before the big crash,” 
remembers Clooney, “and as we were working on the film along the 
way it became clear it was less and less a comedy and much more 
about real people and real things.” 

Some of the people whom Clooney fires in the film are real members 
of the recently unemployed. Reitman sent out casting calls in St. Louis 
and Detroit — two cities hit hard by the recession — asking people to 
share their firing stories, and around 25 ended up in the finished film. 

“Suddenly it felt more timely than ever,” says Clooney. “It felt like we 
were in the exact right moment for making the film. Sometimes, it’s 
about timing, and we were fortunate to tell a story that’s important.” 

Although he’s reached megastar status, lives a charmed life on the 
shore of Italy’s Lake Cuomo and wields his celebrity status as a hu- 
manitarian and political tool, Clooney’s experienced his fair share of 
firings. And even when he wasn’t axed, his early career in television 
is awash with one-episode appearances in forgettable programs 
such as Hotel, Riptide and Street Hawk. 

“Yeah, I’ve been fired from a lot of TV shows over the years,” says 
the actor. “I did a series called Baby Talk, which was the sitcom of 
Look Who’s Talking, and Ed Weinberger, who was the producer, well he 
and I didn’t get along, and I’m not sure whether or not I was fired or 
quit. But anyway, we had a baby that we shot with for three weeks and 
Ed hated the baby so much he fired the baby. Imagine, you’re like 12 
weeks old and you’ve already been sh-t-canned,” he says with a laugh. 

“Listen, I’m lucky to have gotten success much later in life and 
have some understanding of how much of it is about luck. When 
you're very young and successful you think it’s all your brilliance and 
you find out later it probably isn’t.” ἢ 
ΠΠ11Π{Π||Π|||||Π||||||||||||||{|||{Π|||||||||Π||Π||||||Π|Π||||||||{Π|||||Π|||{|||{||{{||||||Π||{{Π|||{Π||Π|{||{ΠΠ|{ΠΠ|Π|{ΠΠΠ|Π||Π||||| 
Ingrid Randoja is the deputy editor of Famous. 
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ON CLOONEY, CHEMISTRY AND 


PAC Ol bint, 


George Clooney may be a sex 
symbol, but he doesn’t play 
one on screen very often. 
The star shies away 
from overtly romantic roles, 
however he does get all 
lovey-dovey in Up in the Air, 
and the lucky object of his 
affection happens to be 
Vera Farmiga, the 36-year-old 
actor who's starred in more 
than 20 films, but who is best 
known for playing Madolyn, 
the love interest of both 
Matt Damon and Leonardo 
DiCaprio in The Departed. 
“You know from the 
moment you meet someone 
whether you'll have a good 
go at it,” Farmiga says of 
on-screen couplings during an 
interview at the Toronto 
International Film Festival. 
“George was a friend 
immediately,” she adds. 
“There was an energy that we 
had that was kinetic and — | 
think that this comes from him 
being a director — | felt he 
almost cared more about my 
performance than his own. He 
never held back. He’s so present 
and selfless and giving.” 
Farmiga’s assured 
performance as the sexy, 
uncompromising Alex will 
certainly earn her kudos, 
although she admits to being 
nervous about playing a 
woman who refuses to lose 
her cool over aman, even one 


as dishy as George Clooney. 

“We expect our female 
characters throughout the 
history of cinema to be 
feminine, accommodating, 
loving and demure, and to 
cater to the men. As soon as 
we don’t see a woman doing 
that we want to call hera 
bitch. So it was tough for me, 
you know. And again, | think 
that must come from me 
caring what the audience 
thinks, which is not my duty.” 

Her performance is 
even more astounding when 
you consider she gave birth 
to her first child, a son, two 
weeks before pre-production 
started on the film. (Farmiga 
is married to musician 
Renn Hawkey). 

“It was a difficult 
headspace, it really was,” 
she says. “It takes a good five 
or six months to get into the 
groove, and the pure lack of 
sleep as a new mother, you 
don’t sleep, and you know 
what lack of sleep does. And | 
needed to come onto set and 
be Alex, which is savvy and 
secure and confident and 
sexy, and! was not feeling 
that way at all.” 

And how did her husband 
feel about her obvious 
chemistry with Clooney? 

“Chemistry is aterm my 
husband hates.” 

—Ingrid Randoja 
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THIS IS NOT 
TREMAKE 


Yes, it has Bad Lieutenant in the title. Yes, it’s about a 
corrupt cop who’s also an addict. But Nicolas Cage’s 
new flick has nothing to do with that old Harvey Keitel 
movie. And if you think it does, director Werner Herzog 
wants to have a word with YOU eo BY MARNI WEISZ 


ake a disturbing script based on the 
last film anyone would think to remake, 
put it in the hands of an eccentric and 
experimental director, and it’s no surprise 
that Nicolas Cage was interested. As soon 
as the actor, a bit of an eccentric himself, 
found out that Werner Herzog wanted 
him for a remake of Bad Lieutenant — the 
sinister 1992 flick starring Harvey Keitel 
as a corrupt, drug-addicted police investigator 
trying to solve a violent crime — he was hooked. 

“I immediately thought this is crazy, and there- 
fore wonderful, and 1 wanted to do this because it 
seemed so audacious,” Cage says during an inter- 
view at the Toronto International Film Festival. 
“Then I got the script and I read it and started 
thinking about what I could do with the character 
and how different it would be from the first movie, 
which I’m a fan of.” 

Too bad Herzog had absolutely no intention of 
remaking Bad Lieutenant. 

And despite the fact that he’s delivered a picture 
titled Bad Lieutenant: Port of Call New Orleans — 
about a corrupt, drug-addicted police investigator 
trying to solve a violent crime — the outspoken 
German director still insists it has nothing to do 
with the 1992 film. It is neither a remake, nora 
re-imagining, nor even an homage. 

“Even the most uninformed or stupid realize that 
both films have nothing to do with each other,” 
Herzog, also in Toronto for the festival, says 
through his robust German accent. “Put this ille- 
gitimate question to rest.” 

The only reason for the recycled name, according 
to the director, is that one of the film’s producers 


owns the rights to the title Bad Lieutenant. 

“From day one I said this is a mistake, it will back- 
fire, it is wrong,” says Herzog, who’s had enough 
success working outside the Hollywood system on 
films like Rescue Dawn, Grizzly Man and Little Dieter 
Needs to Fly that he doesn’t have to censor himself 
to please anyone. Yet his complaints are delivered 
with a warm smile and wave of the hands that 
makes him seem more whimsical than crusty. 

“I tried to persuade everyone to accept a differ- 
ent title, Port of Call New Orleans,” continues Herzog. 
“What we have nowis a strange hybrid. Inever could 
prevail. However, I can live with it easily. Those are 
things I can accept because the more important 
thing is what do you see on the screen, and I think 
we have a very fine film with a great performance 
and a great location and a wonderful story.” 

It’s true, aside from the name and the premise 
about a corrupt, drug-addicted police investigator 
trying to solve a violent crime, the two films have 
little in common. Keitel’s lieutenant lives in 
New York and is trying to solve the case of a raped 
nun. Cage’s lieutenant lives in New Orleans, 
post-Hurricane Katrina, and is trying to solve the 
murders of an entire Senegalese family. 

As the movie opens, New Orleans is still sub- 
merged. Lieutenant Terence McDonagh (Cage) and 
his partner, Stevie Pruit (Val Kilmer), discover one 
prisoner left behind in a holding cell that’s quickly 
filling with black, snake-infested water. In fact, 
reptiles of all sorts — alligators, lizards, iguanas 
— punctuate the film, a stylistic flourish Herzog 
added to the screenplay by TV writer William M. 
Finkelstein (NYPD Blue, Law & Order). “I love to give 
important parts to animals once in continued > 
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‘A lot of what you 
see in the movie 

is very spontaneous 
and captured very 
quickly, says Cage 


>>> awhile,” says the director, “and it should stick out in style, it should 
be like a demented fever dream of someone on the drugs.” 

After the two cops spend some time betting on how long it’ll take 
for the prisoner to drown, McDonagh has a change of heart and 
jumps from an upper level into the cell to save the man, injuring his 
back in the leap. He hobbles through the rest of the film, stealing 
drugs to soothe the pain at every opportunity. But McDonagh has a 
soft side too, which manifests in valiant efforts to protect his prosti- 
tute girlfriend (Eva Mendes) and an honest desire to catch the killers. 

Originally, the script was set in Detroit, but Cage asked Herzog to 
move it to New Orleans, a place that means a lot to the actor since he 
directed his first film, Sonny, there. And although much of the movie 
doesn’t need to take place in New Orleans (there’s no bayou, no one 
speaking Creole), Cage says the city informed his performance in 
profound ways. 

“New Orleans, as you know, is the birth place ofjazz,” he says. “My 
understanding of jazz is that you perform the lines so well that you 
can then go off page and improvise and that’s what I wanted to do. I 
wanted to really go for it and open myself up to that spirit along with 
Eva and with Werner, so a lot of what you see in the movie is very 
spontaneous and captured very quickly.” 

Many ofthe film’s most captivating moments were, indeed, created 
by either Cage or Herzog on the fly. Like the terrifying scene in which 
Lieutenant McDonagh shows up at a nursing home to threaten a 
witness’s grandmother. As he swings open the door, he’s absent- 
mindedly running an electric razor across his face. 

“I wanted to do that, it wasn’t in the script,” says Cage. “It was 
something I thought would add a level of something sinister, but at 
the same time he was a professional and he was up all night and I 
thought, ‘Well, when would he have time to shave?’ I thought this 
would be the perfect time to shave because he still had to report for 
duty at his office.” 

Cage has been criticized for bringing an over-the-top quality to 
most of his roles — sometimes it works, sometimes it doesn’t. Here, 
much like with his Oscar-winning performance in Leaving Las Vegas, 
it’s an effective match. “I’m interested in characters who let me ex- 
press my surrealistic or abstract fantasies,” says Cage, “and the best 
way to make that kind of music is to play characters that are either 
crazy or high.” 

Lieutenant McDonagh is both, and if the film does well, Cage may 
get to play him again. “That’s the idea,” says Herzog. “And maybe 
if they delete ‘Bad Lieutenant,’ and they have Port of Call: Detroit, 
Port of Call: Boston, Port of Call: San Francisco. Fine, yes, go for it. But 
do not try to hang onto a film that was made in the early 90s and has 
nothing to do with it.” Gi 
ΠΠΠ1Π11|{|||||||1||||||||||||||||||{Π|Π|{{Π|||1|{||||{|||||{Π||||{Π||||{Π|||{Π||||{||||||{|||{|||||{||||||||||||{|||||Π|ΠΠ|{ΠΠ|ΠΠ|Π|] 
Marni Weisz is the editor of Famous. 
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Wanna learn howto make movies 

the Werner Herzog way? The eccentric 
German director (pictured above) has 
set up the Rogue Film School, a project 
he calls “totally wild” during a chat at 
the Toronto International Film Festival. 

“It will be like a travelling 
circus,” he says. “Once in a while 
| will rent a conference room in a hotel 
and run a weekend seminar... The 
first one will be early in January in 
Los Angeles, the next one might be in 
Ouagadougou in Burkina Faso, the 
next one might be in New Jersey or 
Toronto, or Florida, | don’t know yet.” 

First Herzog will have to pour 
through all the applications and short 
film submissions sent in by wannabe 
Herzogs from around the world. 

And potential students should be 
forewarned. On the website’s 
homepage (roguefilmschool.com)  —— : 
Herzog counsels, “The Rogue Film ἜΗΝ ACTUAL SIZE 
School is not for the faint-hearted; it is 
for those who have travelled on foot, 
who have worked as bouncers in sex 
clubs or as wardens in a lunatic 
asylum, for those who are willing to 
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shooting permits in countries not 
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those who have a sense of poetry. 
For those who are pilgrims. For those 
who can tell a story to four-year-old 
children and hold their attention. For 
those who have a fire burning within. 
For those who have a dream.” —MW 
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2 No doubt about it, Philip Seymour 
' Hoffman is one of our finest living actors. 
2 For starters, there was that controlled, 
: yet deeply conflicted, portrait of author-on- 
the-trail-of-murder Truman Capote that 
won Hoffman his Oscar. 

And can you think of anyone else who 
could’ve played the likable but, perhaps, 
darkly manipulative priest in Doubt so well? 
The emotionally atomized, ever-unsatisfied 
artist in Synecdoche, New York? How about 
that scheming, drug-addicted, patricidal 
plotter in Before the Devil Knows You’re Dead? 

seems ε Wait a minute. What else have we got 
like ΕῚ fairly li hth e art e d Suy, SO : here? The Savages, Cold Mountain, Owning 


: Mahowny, Red Dragon, Love Liza, Magnolia, 


it’s funny that. 6 rarely 1." one : Flawless, Happiness, Boogie Nights, Sydney... 

on screen. Will he finally get the —_ Doesn't this guy ever lighten up? 
chance starring asa renegade : Okay, he was the funniest (and best, 
dee} ay In Pirate Ra di 0? : which is not unusual for Hoffman) thing 


: about Charlie Wilson’s War — playing an 
BY BOB STRAUSS : intelligence officer who continued 
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Philip Seymour Hoffman (left) with Nick Frost in Pirate Radio 


understands that involvement in Afghanistan will inevitably lead to 
a big, bloody mess. 

Hmm. Next! 

Phil was rather jaunty in The Talented Mr. Ripley. Until his character 
got killed. Wait, I’ve got it. Lester Bangs, the legendary rock critic from 
Almost Famous. Cool dude. Sort of. When he wasn’t all bitter and stuff. 

Feels like you have to go back to Twister to find a Hoffman character 
having a good time — and that guy chased tornadoes for a living. 

Perhaps that’s why he signed onto Pirate Radio. The outlaw rock ’n’ 
roll comedy got mixed reviews when it opened in its native Britain 
earlier this year, but most of the complaints were about the film’s 
excessive length, and writer-director Richard Curtis (Love, Actually) 
has reportedly cut a new slim and trim version for this month’s 
North American release. 

Regardless, the film sure looks like it was a Swingin’ ’60s good 
time to shoot. And Lord knows, Phil Hoffman has earned himself 
something like that. 

“I play an American deejay on this pirate-radio boat,” the native of 
Upstate New York explains during an interview at L.A.’s Four Seasons 
Hotel. “It’s based on a true story. Pirate radio was huge back then, 
and there were these boats off the coast of England that were in 
international waters and they pumped rock ’r’ roll into Europe. 

“That’s what Radio Free Europe, that old REM song, was about. It 
was huge at the time. Most anywhere in Europe, if people were rock 
‘n’ roll fans back then, they know all about it. The deejays were 
famous, they were like rock stars. Because, on the public stations, 
you could only get an hour of pop music or something like that. 
These guys were 24/7.” 

Known simply as The Count, Hoffman’s character is the most fun- 
loving, anarchic character on the ship. But the actor says he took the 
job mainly so he could work with such expert British farceurs as 
Bill Nighy, Rhys Ifans and Nick Frost. He was not disappointed with 
the job, even if the production proved a bit daunting. 

“It was mainly about hanging out with some of the funniest people 
you’ve ever met and just trying to keep your mouth shut because 
you’re kind of intimidated by the level of both high and low humour 
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that’s being tossed back and forth,” says 
Hoffman. “It was really fun. Richard 
wrote it based on real people, but I just 
took what he gave me off the page and 
ran with it. The Count’s just kind ofa wild 
guy, wants to be at the centre of events.” 

So this is how Philip Seymour Hoffman 
relaxes. Not surprising, really. The actor 
has always excelled in extreme emotional 
situations, both on film and in his stage 
work (he’s earned two Tony Award nomi- 
nations, and is co-artistic director of 
New York’s acclaimed LAByrinth Theater 
Company). 

But some of that sublime discomfort 
logically has to come from an artist’s nat- 
ural disposition, doesn’t it? In this case, 
the answer is complicated. On one hand, 
as much as he obviously loves his craft, 
Hoffman often associates his work with 
some degree of pain. 

“Acting is not a very comfortable thing, it really isn’t,” he says. 
“Acting is not always fun or enjoyable. But I really look forward to 
acting. It differs from part to part. You’re trying to do something 
well, and each part asks different things of you, and there’s a cer- 
tain energy of a film, too, that makes itself known while you’re 
shooting.” 

Unlike some brilliant actors, though, Hoffman doesn’t seem to 
need a chaotic personal life from which to draw inspiration. On 
the flip side, he enjoys enviable domestic contentment. The three 
children he’s had with costume designer Mimi O’Donnell are a 
constant source of satisfaction and stability — and how many 
parents of young kids do you know who say that? 

“I’m grateful for my family, for sure,” Hoffman says. “Fatherhood 
is treating me well, it’s a great thing. It’ll be a different ball of wax 
when they’re teenagers, but I don’t dread it. The only thing I dread 
about my kids is if they weren’t there. Everything else is amazing 
and wonderful, like ‘What the hell’s going to happen next?’ Even 
when it’s really difficult, they’re going to keep growing up and it’s 
incredible to discover with them.” 

Hoffman keeps expanding his creative horizons, too. He’s cur- 
rently finishing his movie-directing debut, Jack Goes Boating, in 
which he plays a pothead who tries to improve his chances of 
attracting a woman. Sounds like it could be funny, and laid-back, 
too...perhaps the next step in the evolution of a new, more care- 
free Philip Seymour Hoffman. 

And it could always be that we’ve had this master of actorly 
angst wrong from the start. 

“I remember being young and not having any money, having 
three jobs and living in a sh-thole,” he recalls of his struggling- 
artist days. “The only phone was the pay phone on the corner, not 
having a TV in the apartment. And that was all right, I remember 
being kind of happy. I was young and life was pretty good, even if 
I didn’t have anything.” @ 
ΠΠΠ1111Π1{Π||Π||||1|||Π||{||||{|||Π|||||||||||{|{|||{Π|||{||Π||{|||||{|||Π|Π||{Π|{ΠΠ||{|||||{ΠΠ||{Π||Π|{ΠΠ||{||ΠΠ|{ΠΠ||{ΠΠ|ΠΠ||||] 
Bob Strauss lives in L.A., where he writes about 
movies and filmmakers. 
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First Bella Swan falls in love with a vampire, 
now she’s getting close to a werewolf? That’s some tough luck. 


and 


and the franchise that has all of teendom drooling 


BY SHEILA ROBERTS 


ou’d think Kristen Stewart and Taylor Lautner 
would be overwhelmed by all the attention 
they’re getting from the millions of obsessed 

Twilight fans. But at this year’s Comic-Con, where 
they’ve come to promote the sequel New Moon, they 
seem relatively unfazed. In fact, this time around, 
they’re actually enjoying it. “It feels good,” Stewart 
says with a smile. “It’s like fire. There’s nothing better 
than sharing passion.” 

After the enthusiastic welcome from thousands of 
screaming Twi-Hards at their 2008 Comic-Con panel, this 
year the stars came to San Diego prepared. “Last year 
we didn’t know what we were getting ourselves into,” 
Lautner says with a laugh. “This time we brought ear plugs.” 

In New Moon, the second of four planned movies based on author 
Stephenie Meyer’s saga, Bella Swan (Stewart) has to choose between 
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muse over New Moon 


holding onto her love for vampire boyfriend Edward Cullen 
(Robert Pattinson) after he moves away to protect her, or embracing 
a new future with childhood friend Jacob Black (Lautner), who is 
himself embracing his werewolf heritage. 

During an interview with a handful of journalists at Comic-Con, 
Stewart and Lautner appear to genuinely enjoy each other’s com- 
pany. They have an easygoing rapport and are, by all accounts, 
good friends who hang out together on and off set. When they’re 
not on location, both call Los Angeles home. 

Stewart has a reputation for being dark and moody, but today is 
thoughtful and in good spirits. And perhaps with good reason — the 
19-year-old is rumoured to be dating her hunky co-star Pattinson. 

She takes her craft seriously and makes a point of going after 
diverse and challenging roles. Her first big break came in 2002 
when she played Jodie Foster’s daughter in Panic Room. In 2007 
she made an impression as a sexy ingénue in continued 
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“As soon as | 
finished filming 
Twilight I knew 
what I had to do 
and I knew | 
couldn't wait to do 
it,’ says Lautner. 

Ἵ had to start right 
then, because to 
put on 30 pounds 
of muscle takes 

a long time” 


director Sean Penn’s Into 
the Wild. And she recently 
starred in the acclaimed 
Adventureland for Superbad 
filmmaker Greg Mottola. 

At the time of our inter- 
view, Stewart had only four 
days of shooting left on 
The Runaways, the rock ’r roll bio-pic of the 1970s all-girl band. She 
plays lead singer Joan Jett, and looks every bit the part, sporting 
tousled, shoulder-length black hair, smoky kohl-smudged eyes, jeans 
anda cool T-shirt with an album-cover design on the front —a gift she 
says she received from the real Jett. 

She sits comfortably, with one leg curled underneath her, next to 
Lautner, who is clean-cut in a plaid shirt and jeans, and looks quite 
buff thanks to the 30 pounds of muscle he famously put on between 
the first and second Twilight movies. “I don’t know how he did it. The 
cool thing is that it’s not just physical,” Stewart says of her co-star’s 
transformation. “You can read it all over him. It’s part of his entire 
attitude. The difference between the kid that did Twilight and this 
guy, now, is pretty astounding.” 

It’s not like Lautner had never worked out before. 

Born in Grand Rapids, Michigan, he began studying karate at age 
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The ripped Taylor Lautner. Inset: Chris Weitz (left) directs the cast of New Moon 


six and was winning tournaments by age seven. After training with 
seven-time world karate champion Mike Chat, at the age of eight he 
represented his country at the World Karate Association champi- 
onships where he became the Junior World Forms and Weapons 
champion, winning three gold medals. By 11, he was ranked No. 1 in 
the world in several categories and over the next year he tucked 
three Junior World Championships under his black belt. 

He got his big acting break in 2005 when, at 13, he played Sharkboy 
in Robert Rodriguez’s The Adventures of Sharkboy and Lavagirl 3-D. His 
next big break came with the role of Jacob. 

Lautner’s part in New Moon is much bigger than it was in the first 
film, and because of the physical size required to play a boy who 
transforms into a werewolf, rumours swirled that the studio might 
recast the part. He had to sell himself in order to keep the role. 

“As soon as I finished filming Twilight I knew what I had to do and 
I knew I couldn’t wait to do it,” he says. “I had to start right then, 
because to put on 30 pounds of muscle takes a long time.” He hired a 
personal trainer to help him bulk up and followed an intense regimen 
that included two-hour daily workouts and a rigorous diet. 

The 17-year-old hulk says, “I wanted to portray this character cor- 
rectly. Once I made that decision it wasn’t hard to get into the gym.” The 
hardest part was the diet — eating a lot of good foods, cutting out all 
of the bad foods, and putting something in his mouth every two hours. 


Lautner’s physical transformation doesn’t hurt the chemistry be- 
tween Jacob and Bella, something critical to the success of New Moon. 
“Bella and Edward’s relationship is so strained,” explains Stewart. 
“We can barely stand to be next to each other. But when she’s around 
Jacob, she’s like bouncing around the room.” 

There’s a lot of heartache in New Moon — largely because of the 
distance between Bella and Edward. “You don’t just get sad,” says 
Stewart of such a separation, “you feel like you’re going to die. It’s 
like the closest emotion to death that there is.” 

But she and Lautner found an ingenuous way to ease the tension. 
He carries a football around at all times, and “as soon as I’m done 
filming,” he explains, “I’ll play catch with anybody who will play catch 
with me.” He and Stewart played catch often. “She has a really good 
arm,” he reveals. “She’s extremely accurate, especially with grapes.” 

Stewart laughs and says, “I can throw a grape from across the 
room and he’ll catch it in his mouth.” 

Lautner adds, “Maybe I’m alittle bit talented at opening my mouth 
and aiming it at a falling grape, but she aims straight and always hits 
the perfect spot. So, we keep ourselves busy.” 

As for what fans can expect from New Moon, Lautner says it’s 
about more than just romance. “Somebody like me would enjoy the 
action, because I love action movies. And it’s a lot more complicated 
this time around. New Moon takes what Bella and Edward developed 
in Twilight and smashes that at the beginning. Then it becomes 
complicated until the end of the movie.” 

And what might fans not be expecting? Lautner responds without 
hesitation, “Giant, fuzzy werewolves,” to which Stewart reacts with 
a hint of sarcasm, “I think they’re expecting those.” ἢ 
ΠΝ 
Sheila Roberts lives in Los Angeles where she writes about film. 
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If it weren't so romantic we’d think Edward’s habit of 
popping into Bella’s room at night to watch her sleep was 
totally creepy. But until she asks for a restraining order, 
guess we're okay with it too. 

And now you, too, can be stalked by the hottest vampire 
since Bela Lugosi, thanks to this durable wall decal from 
Vinyl Fruit ($60 U.S. plus $30 shipping, vinylfruit.com). 

The 6’2” silhouette is modelled after actor Robert Pattinson, 
comes in a variety of colours, and reminds you to “Be Safe,” 
which, aside from being Edward’s constant plea to Bella, is 
always good advice in the bedroom. —MW 
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neck and décolletage for instant illumination. gives flattering, molten colour to nails. colour you'll need. 


LEASURES 


All that glitters 
is gold this holiday 
sedson, BY LIZA HERZ 


Viewed close up, the Editions Leaves Necklace The Rubison Sandal ($135, Aldo] The Goldstone Long-Wear Eye Palette ($40, 
($124, Banana Republic] is intricate and delicate, reinterprets the classic gladiator for Holt Renfrew) unites Bobbi Brown's famed gel 
but it has enough heft to make a dramatic holiday in a burnished satin creating eyeliner with two smoky shades of cream eye 
Statement against black or bare skin. a fire-like glow. shadow for long-lasting, seasonal smoulder. 


o you’re up on fashion — you can wear an Yves Saint Laurent 
platform bootie without toppling over. Your jeans are artfully 
distressed Current/Elliotts, and you can rock a Balmain 
shoulder pad better than Kate Moss. 

But how do you dress for a holiday party? Can you keep 
that fashionable edge and still add seasonal sparkle? This 
year, you're in luck, because gold (the most festive colour after 
red, but way more wearable) is already a strong fall trend. For parties, just add more. 

Call it recession denial, but while gold (the real stuff) has gotten more expensive, in fashion, 
gold has taken over. Phillip Lim injected gold accents into his runway motif, pairing grey 
trousers and a black jacket with a gold sequined top, while Christian Lacroix loves opulent gold 
brocade with black. Gold is edgy too. Designer-of-the-moment Alexander Wang took protective 
gold handbag feet and studded the bottom of his black, distressed-leather Coco Duffel with 
95 of them. The bag became an instant hit, further cementing the pairing of black and gold. 

If you think our main shot is too much (runway is not reality, people!), soften the impact by 
pairing gold leggings with a black dress and black suede platforms. Or get that light-reflecting 
shine higher up. Wearing a gold lamé top is like having your own personal key light, adding 
glow to your face all evening. Add some shimmery gold nails, eyes and skin and you’re all 
holiday’d up for the fun-filled weeks ahead. 


Not for the faint of heart, gold Idole d’Armani ($85, 50 ml, department stores] Attention salon blondes: Enhance the 
Liquid Leggings ($37, Mondor, tempers the surprising gourmand aroma of gold and banish any brassiness with 
1-800-363-1460 for stores} are a modern Turkish Delight Rose with flowers and opulent John Frieda Sheer Blonde Colour Renew 
way to add gleam to your holiday outfit. spices for an ethereal, womanly fragrance. Tone Restoring Shampoo ($13, drugstores]. 


[5] PHOTO COURTESY BCBGMAXAZRIA RUNWAY FALL 2009 
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50 Cent won’t make change. 
Plus, oem Carey ae ee herself -> sy ΝΘ ΒΡ RANDOJA 


eisa 
millionaire 
many times 
over, stars in 
videogames, 
acts in films, 
sells clothes, 
shoes and body spray. But 
50 Cent still can’t get no 
love from the music biz. 
“I’ve been nominated for 
16 Grammys and I have no 
trophies,” says the rapper. 
“ still have the largest 
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debut hip-hop album.... It 
the aggression. It makes 
me understand they don’t 
want to give it to someone 
so aggressive that children 
may want to be 50 Cent.” 
Sitting in a comfy chair 
in a boutique hotel in 
downtown Toronto, 
50 Cent (a.k.a. Curtis 
Jackson) is anything but 
aggressive. Soft-spoken, 
thoughtful and quick to 
smile, the New York City 


native is here to talk about 
his long-delayed CD, 
Before I Self Destruct 
(available November 23rd), 
an album he also calls 
“ageressive,” and which 
takes him back to his days 
as a struggling rapper. 
“This record is almost a 
prequel to Get Rich or Die 
Trying,” he says. “That 
album was successful, and 
when you have success you 
focus on success, or you 
reflect on the struggle. This 
project was totally more on 
how far I came because I’m 
writing about things prior 
to Get Rich or Die Trying.” 
The CD also comes 
with a movie starring, 
written and directed by 
50 Cent. He says film gives 
him a chance to explore 
the kinds of characters he 
raps about. “I can show 
the reasoning for 
dysfunctional behaviour.” 
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Singers “™ 
On Screen 


MARIAH CAREY shouldbe able to 


put the bomb that is G/itterbehind her when 
fans catch her performance in the powerful 
drama Precious. Looking downright dowdy, 
Carey plays an empathetic social worker 
who tries to help pregnant teen Precious. 
The flick was produced by Oprah Winfrey. 


YOU GOTTA 
HEAR THIS 


~OUT THIS MONTH 


NOVEMBER 3 


NOVEMBER 10 


NOVEMBER 17 
NOVEMBER 24 
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‘Tis the. TV season to be jolly 


Heroes 


Season 3 


Available now on DVD 
& Blu-ray™ 


= 


30 Rock = 


Season 3 


Available now ὅπ DVB 
| 


AOUSE 


. Ὁ. 
Pll t ea 
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House 


Season 5 
Available now on DVD 
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The Tudors Its Always Sunny In Kenny vs. Spenny 
season 3 Philadelphia Season 5 
Available November 10 on DVD A Very Sunny Christmas  4vallable November 24 on DVD 
& Blu-ray™ Available November 17 on DVD 

& Blu-ray™ 


get closer to the tv you love 


= 
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Fox,” “Fox” and their associated logos are property of Twentieth Century Fox Film Corporation. TUDORS: “The Tudors” © 2009 TM Productions Limited/PA Tudors ll Inc. An ae σον -Ὦ Co-Pr 
reserved. Produced in association with the CANADIAN BROADCASTING CORPORATION. Produced with the support of investment incentives of the Insh Film Industry provided by the Governm 


Phase 4 Films Inc. All Rights Reserved. Phase 4 Films Inc. Phase 4 Films™, the Phase 4 Films logo™ and all related titles, logos and indicia are trademarks of Phase 4 Films Inc. All Rights Reserved. a 


exclusively in Canada by Phase 4 Films Inc KENNY VS SPENNY: Artwork and Design © 2009 Video Service Corp. All Rights Reserved. 
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At least this assassin 1s a Renaissance man 


e> BY SCOTT GARDNER 


Assassin’s Creed Il pc. ps3, xBox 360 


t’s 1486 and the Italian Renaissance is blossoming. As 
the modern world emerges, prosperous city states like 
Florence and Venice, alight with art and architecture, 
are among Europe's most magnificent cultural and 
economic centres. But it’s a time of infamy as well — 
the glittering domes and colourful carnival disguises 
hide appalling acts of corruption, greed and murder. 

Betrayed by the ruling families, this villainy ensnares 
a young Florentine noble, Ezio Auditore da Firenze, 
branding hima criminal and a traitor. With the city 
guards he once commanded now hunting him, he 
falls in with thieves and mercenaries, planning his 
vengeance while learning a helpful new trade: assassin. 

As Ezio’s skills improve, others see his value as an ally, including the 
canny Niccolo Machiavelli, a man so gifted in political strategy he’s 
virtually Machiavellian. And supplying our assassin-on-the-go with 
innovative weapons and gadgets — including double spring-loaded 
blades, a primitive musket for his sleeve, and a bat-like flying machine 
— is his new best paisan, one Leonardo da Vinci (you know, the guy 
from that Dan Brown book). 

Set 300 years after 2007’s ambitious, but dull, Assassin's Creed, 
series creator Ubisoft Montreal has addressed complaints about the 
original by adding more varied missions (200 of them], a stronger story, 
and making AC//a true open-world action game. Ezio can run anywhere, 
climb anything and kill anyone, all in meticulously rendered Renaissance 
cities — a beautiful backdrop for cutting throats, crushing windpipes 
and severing the odd spinal cord. Hey — who said history has to be dull? 

RELEASE DATE: NOVEMBER 17 


PS3, WII, XBOX 360 
Dude, buttons and thumbsticks 
are so2008. Instead of playing 
the newest Tony Hawk game, 
you'll ride it by standing ona 
wireless, skateboard-shaped 
controller. Equipped with 
accelerometers and infrared 
sensors, you rotate, tilt and lift 
the board to control your 
avatar, feeling that sk8r vibe 
without actually throwing 
yourself down a flight of stairs. 
RELEASE DATE: NOVEMBER 17 


Last year’s addictive, critically 
acclaimed puzzle-platform 
game bounces onto the PSP, 
with 30 new levels and all its 
creative tools intact. Guide 
the lovable Sackboy through 
a quirky 3D world of stitched- 
together craft material (felt, 
spools, construction paper), 
avoiding obstacles, solving 
puzzles and collecting items 
to build your own levels, which 
you can then share online. 
RELEASE DATE: NOVEMBER 17 


Only On PlayStation 


With best (néend Clank missing and arch-nemesis Or. 
Nelanous plotting évil at the center of the universe, things 
iook bad for Ratchet. And to make matters worse, a secret 


from deep within Clank’s metallic memory is about to be 


revedied, A secret thal could split our heroes apart forever... 
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Young space guns, from left: Zachary Quinto as Spock and Chris Pine as Jim T. Kirk in Star Trek 


NOVEMBER 3 


STARS: Paul Rust, 

Hayden Panettiere 

DIRECTOR: Chris Columbus 
(Rent) 

STORY: With nothing to lose, 
nerdy high school valedictorian 
Denis Cooverman (Rust] uses 
his big speech to declare his 
love for the most popular girl in 
school, Beth Cooper (Panettiere } 
..and to dis her bully of a 
boyfriend (Shawn Roberts). My, 
is Denis surprised, and a little 
concerned, when Beth decides 
to make his dreams come true. 


DVD Extras: alternate ending, 
deleted scenes, behind-the- 
scenes featurette 


STARS: John Leguizamo, 
Alfred Molina 

DIRECTOR: Alfredo De Villa 
(Adrift in Manhattan) 

STORY: A Puerto Rican family, 
their spouses and friends come 
together in a Chicago home to 
share Christmas for the first 
time in years. DVD Extras: 
“Nothing Like a Family: Cast 
Reunion,” commentary track, 
bloopers 


STARS: John Travolta, 

Denzel Washington 

DIREGTOR: Tony Scott (Deja Vu) 
STORY: This remake of the 1974 
thriller sees Washington cast as 
Walter Garber, a subway train 
dispatcher who's forced to play 
hero when a small band of thugs 
(headed by Travolta, with a five- 
pound goatee] storm a train 
and take its riders hostage. 

DVD Extras: commentary, 

“No Time to Lose: The Making of 
Pelham 1 2 3,” “The Third Rail: 
New York Underground,” “From 
the Top Down: Stylizing Character” 


NOVEMBER 10 


STARS: Katherine Heigl, 
Gerard Butler 

DIREGTOR: Robert Luketic (21) 
STORY: A chauvinistic TV 
personality (Butler) offers to 
help his uptight, unlucky-in- 
love producer (Heigl) attract 
men. She reluctantly agrees 
and the mysteries of the male 
Sex drive are revealed to her. 
DVD Extras: deleted scenes, 
alternate endings, gag reel, 
“The Truth is Ugly: Capturing 
the Male & Female Point 

of View” 


wm 
eq 


_ «4 


Up’s curmudgeon Carl Fredricken (left) and little rascal Russell 


WOIGES: Ed Asner, 
Jordan Nagai 
DIRECTORS: Pete Docter, 

Bob Peterson 

STORY: It’s the last chance for 
retired balloon salesman 

Carl Fredricksen. He’s spent 
his whole life dreaming of a 
trip to South America, but it 
never panned out. Witha 
forced move to an old folks’ 
home looming, it’s now or 
never. So he attaches 
thousands of helium balloons 
to his house and lifts off. Little 
does Carl know, his loquacious 
eight-year-old neighbour 
Russell (Nagai) is stuck on 
the porch. DVD Extras: new 
short film: Dug’s Special 
Mission, alternate endings, 
commentary, making-of 
documentary 


NOVEMBER 17 


STARS: Sacha Baron Cohen, 
Gustaf Hammarsten 
DIRECTOR: Larry Charles 
(Religulous) 

STORY: Disgraced in his native 
Austria after a Velcro-related 
fashion-show accident, 
flamboyant — and utterly 
idiotic — style reporter Bruno 


(Baron Cohen) takes his show 
on the road to Los Angeles. As he 
did in Borat, Baron Cohen uses 
guerrilla tactics to induce real 
people into making statements 
that reveal their prejudices. This 
time, it’s usually homophobia. 


STARS: Chris Pine, Zachary Quinto 
DIRECTOR: J.J. Abrams 
(Mission: Impossible III) 

STORY: Abrams employs just 
enough nostalgia to keep the 
diehards happy, and more than 
enough action to keep everyone 
else entertained in this prequel 
to the 1960s TV show that 
depicts Kirk [Pine] and Spock's 
(Quinto) first joint mission. It’s a 
doozy. DVD Extras: gag reel, 
commentary 


STARS: Cameron Diaz, 

Abigail Breslin 

DIRECTOR: Nick Cassavetes 

( The Notebook) 

STORY: After numerous 
procedures, alittle girl (Breslin) 
conceived to be a tissue donor for 
her sick sister decides she’s had 
enough and sues her parents 
(Diaz, Jason Patric] for control of 
her own body. Based on the book 
by Jodi Picoult. DVD Extras: 15 
minutes of additional scenes 


NOVEMBER 24 


STARS: Tom Hanks, 

Ewan McGregor 

DIREGTOR: Ron Howard 

( The Da Vinci Code) 

STORY: This second scavenger- 
hunt flick based on Dan Brown’s 


prose sends symbologist 
Robert Langdon (Hanks) to 
Rome where the pope has died 
and the process of choosing a 
new pontiff is threatened bya 
mysterious villain who will blow 
up the Vatican if something or 
other isn't done in time. 

DVD Extras: “Rome Was Not Built 
in a Day,” “Characters in Search 
of the True Story,” “CERN: Pushing 
the Frontiers of Knowledge” 


STARS: Seth Rogen, Adam Sandler 
DIRECTOR: Judd Apatow 
(Knocked Up) 

STORY: Despite their ability to 
bring levity to most situations, 
comics and comedians aren't 
always the nicest, or happiest, 
folk. Director Apatow explores 
this fact through the meeting of 
two such professional clowns, 
lra (Rogen), an up-and-coming 
stand-up, and George (Sandler], 
a jaded pro battling a potentially 
fatal disease. 


STARS: Vince Vaughn, 

Reese Witherspoon 

DIRECTOR: Seth Gordon 

[ The King of Kong) 

STORY: Brad (Vaughn) and Kate 
(Witherspoon) are a committed 
couple enjoying a healthy 
relationship. They have no desire 
to get married, have kids, or 
spend holidays with their 
families. But when, one 
Christmas, circumstances force 
them to visit all four of their 
divorced parents, it will either 
tear them apart or seduce them 
into starting a traditional family. 
Any guesses ? 
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is the season to give 
and receive. Cae: 


"ως, » ence δ 


It’s the perfect gift for you and everyone on your list. With the Cineplex Holiday Gift Pack 
youre not only giving tons of great entertainment, but when you 
spend $30 on a Cineplex Gift Card you get an extra $40° of savings. 


What you do with all those extras is up to you. 


Buy now in theatre or at CINEPLEX. 


‘Available for a limited time only, while quantities last. 


cineplex | 
| Indigo CINEPLEXSTORE vey 
μὰ nak 


CINEPLEX 


ESCAPE WITH US* 


CINEPLEX ENTERTAINMENT 


6 scotiabatk Sheatre SILVERCITY Seon {ΠῚ ———1 COL SEM GALAXY CINEMACITY 


™® Cineplex Entertainment LP or used under license. 


Watch hosts Jason Agnew and Matt Chin dive into the insane world of trade show 
subculture Tuesdays at 9:00 pm on Rogers channel 106, Bell channel 5350, 


Cogeco 124, Telus 186, SaskTel 162, Persona 220, Aliant 215 and MTS 328e. 
Don’t get Bite TV? Call your TV service provider and demand it today! 


Es = = LEE SETS $83 355: 38a: 
, | | VIEWER DISCRETION 
DESPISED 
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HOROSCOPE FOR NOVEMBER 2009 “ἢ BY DAN LIEBMAN ἤν δέω! 20 Ἃ March 20 _ August 23 % September 22 
Ξ Your generosity is beingtaxedto : Arelative can be loose-lipped 
the limit. It’s time todetermine { this month, so keepall 
where arelationshipisheading { confidential information in the 
—and at what speed. A family 2 vault. After the 16th you're 
situation has allthe elements of : “volun-told” to take ona job. 
a Soap opera. Switch channels : Don’t grumble. It offers an 
before you become a character. : excellent learning opportunity 
ἘΠ and can lead to advancement 
Aries ' and friendship by early 2010. 
March 21 Ἃ April 20 ed 
At work and in relationships, this 3 Libra 
isa month of rehearsals—even : September 23 Ἃ October 22 
if you're not in the theatre. 2 You're perceptive about people 
Experiment with tactics before : andcanread their motives like 
settling on your approach. ἘΠ a book. After the 20th, you -τ ιν. 


: strike up a friendship with Lise ur 
Taurus : someone from abroad. Lessons : : =. yo | | ν 
April 21 "Κ΄ May 22 __ from years ago (piano, painting Scotiabank SCENE ScotiaCard' and SCENE VISA card 
for all your everyday purchases to get FREE movies and more faster. 


You finally get your house back 2 or especially life lessons) prove 
: helpful throughout the month. 


after playing host. Enjoy the 


SIGN: Sagittarius 
BORN: November 22, 1984 
WHERE: New York, New York 


SCOrpioO 

October 23 Ἃ November 21 
Continue to polish your image. 
Promote your strengths rather 
than waiting for others to 
discover them. After the 11th, 
someone asks for a favour that 


puts you in an awkward position. 


Be upfront rather than taking the 
easy way Out. 


sagittarius 
November 22 % December 22 
Keep on top of changes at the 
workplace, even those that don't 
seem to affect you. You're 
involved in negotiations. Seek out 
the expertise of professionals — 
not the know-it-alls who start 
horning in. November ends ona 
romantically upbeat note. 


- Capricorn 
December 23 Ἃ January 20 
There’s an opportunity to end an 
ongoing feud, but you need to 
take the initiative. You can earn 
some extra cash this month, but 
check the fine print before signing 
on. Changes are looming close to 
home. Your ability to adapt 
proves your greatest strength. 


Aquarius 

January 21 Ἃ February 19 
Avoid instant decisions when 
people make “simple” requests. 
You first need to think hard 
about reliability. Communications 
improve at work, where you're 
offered a plum assignment. 
Late-month involves money- 
related issues. 


tranquility while you can. A long- 
overdue message that arrives by 
the 30th clears up a mystery 
about a friend or relative. 


Gemini 

May 23 * June 21 

Avoid a tendency to make light of 
a potentially difficult situation. 
Face facts early in the month and 
you'll see the direction you need 
to take. You can be the hero of a 
job-related success story, but 
the key is specialization. 


Cancer 

June 22 Ἃ July 22 

You're unusually opinionated this 
month. Avoid controversial topics 
during the weeks of the 16th and 
23rd. On the other hand, you 
express your ideas passionately 
through a creative outlet. 


Leo 

July 23 Ἃ August 22 

Brush up on local history. Your 
knowledge of this subject proves 
helpful — professionally as well 
as socially. A conflict with 
someone at work appears to 
end, but don't let down your 
euard...yet. Avoid 8 late-month 
tendency to sign documents 
without checking them. 
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Visita Scotiabank branch to get your cards today or go to 
scotiabank.com/getitfaster to see how fast you can get FREE movies! 


FASTER. 


GET IT AT SCENE.CA’ 


5 Seti hark 
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66 Snow White and the Seven 
Dwarfs. American Film 
Institute’s #1. Why not? 
Stillas charming 71 years 
later. Technically brilliant. 
Innovative pioneering 
classic. Highest 
grossing animated 
film ever. Memorable 
songs. Four years 
and a staggering 
$1.7-million 19374 
dollars] to create. 
—Wynn Hamonic, Ἢ, 6 


—Tiffany Lozon, Sarnia, Ont. 


ι , —Sarah Murchie, 
: Esra Karadadas-Etlec, : Robin Plante, Ottawa, Ont. : Cambridge, Ont. 
: Montreal, Que. : : 


Which cold-climate movie makes you shiver just thinking about it? 


2Y ANSWER ONLINE at Cineplex.com/famouslastwords 


All responses must be entered by November 30th. Look for the answers to this question in the January issue. Responses may be edited for length and clarity. 
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PLEASE DRINK RESPONSIBLY 


Come meet your smart fit. 


At TELUS, we make choosing a new phone easy by helping you pick one that suits 
your needs. Whether you visit us In-store or use our online smart fit phone finder, 
we'll make sure you end up with the perfect phone. Plus, we'll help you get the 
very most out of it with our online learning centres. It’s called finding your smart 
fit, and it makes choosing a new phone friendly. TELUS. the future is friendlys. 


—@ TELUS 


TELUS, the TELUS logo and the future is friendly are trademarks of TELUS Corporation, used under licence. BlackBerry®, RIM®), Research In Motion® and related trademarks, names and logos are the 
property of Research In Motion Limited and are registered and/or used in the U.S. and countries around the world. Used under license from Research In Motion Limited. Facebook is a registered trademark 
of Facebook, Inc. TSN is a trademark of The Sports Network Inc., Speed Letter Graphic is a trademark of ESPN, Inc. Used under license. Twitter is a trademark of Twitter, Inc. in the United States and other 
countries. All other trademarks are the property of their respective owners. © 2009 TELUS. 


